Sudy Visit to Kolunji Farm, Part of Kudumbam
Organisation
Tamil Nadu, India

16 - 19 January 2002
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Pheromone trap in a sugarcane field, Farmer Field School

AGRIBI

Per Magnuson
Consultant



Sudy Visit to Kudumbam Organisation and For seven weeks during January and February
Kolunji Farm, Tamil Nadu; India 2002 | visited various projects in India and Sri
AnApproachto Dryland Farming Lanka. Thevistswerevery useful for my work and
provided amgjor input to my activities.

Background

My aminvisgting Kudumbamand Kolunji Farmwas
to learn more about the work being carried out
towards sustainability and extension work in
agriculture in Tamil Nadu. In contact with the
SwalowsinLund, Sweden | learnt thet the Swalows

Small plantsin plastic containers.

My missionisnaot inany way to evauateactivities
or make proposalsfor future projects. My personal
reflectionsare presented, sometimessubjectivesince
they are based on limited knowledge.

Plant nursery, with many different tree species.

TheLEISA network

hassupported organicfarmingin Tamil Naduthrough  The LEISA network consistsof grassroot NGOs,
these organisationsfor many years. smdl-scalefarmers, marginal farmersand landless

| am aformer plant breeder and have been agricultureworkers. At present, 2000 farmersare
working for Sva 6fWeibull AB, aseed company in  directly involvedin conducting field experimentsand
southern Sweden. The company also arranges arepracticing organicfarmingin 9 digtrictsof Tamil
international courses in seed production and Nadu. About 10,000 farmersareindirectly involved
technology, and sugtainability infarming. | wascourse  in sustainable agriculturd practices, thuspromoting
director for thelatest course: SustainableAgriculture  the LEISA concept onalarger scale.
in an Environmental Perspective, September to Low Externa Input Sustainable Agriculture
October 2001 and am now working asaconsultant  (LEISA) triesto addressvariousissueswithinfarm
with assignmentsfrom the company and missions  management. Field trails and experiments are
for variousdonors. important in order to give the farmers the right



information. Factorslike pest control, soil fertility,
seedsand water management areissues addressed.

Kudumbam isalocal NGO and is part of the
LEISA network committed to understanding the
socio-economic problems of the target area for
evolvingaplan of action. Intotal thereare 82 NGOs
involved in thework and Kudumbam coordinates
themall.

Discussionsin thefarmnursery.

Different committeeswithin the network handle
variousissues such asfarming methodsincluding
IPM, financing of farming activities, value of
products, biodiversity, gender equality and lobbing
activitiesonthepoalitica arena.

Therearemany obstaclesto overcome and many
questions need solving urgently. Methods used to
achieveaimsset by theorganisation are:

» Paticipatory rura appraisal

*  Trainingandworkshops

» Collectivedecison, planning and action
» Participatory assessment and review

e Campaigning, lobbying and advocacy

e Traningof Trainers(TOT)

* FarmersField School

Kudumbam publishesamagazinein Tamil that deals
with new findingsand with their effortsinimproving
soil fertility, crop yield, pest management, water,
crop rotation, intercropping, biodiversity etc.

Kudumbamisinvolvedintwo typesof activities.

1. Maintenance of ecological agriculture
farming
2. Development activitiesinthevillage

Kudumbam runsamode farmandtraining centre,
Kolunji at Odugampatty, Keeranur; Pudukottai
digtrict, Tamil Nadu.

TheKolunji Farmismanaged asan organicfarm
with cattle and poultry to provide the farm with
manure. The cattle and poultry manure is
complemented with green manureand compost. The
farm also hasanursery to provide neighbourswith
orchard plantsand other useful trees. A great many
different speciesare planted in the nursery as part
of the biodiversity idea. Plants are then used in
establishing agroforestry at farmlevel.

Newly planted tree with water harvesting
measures.



Some commentsfrom thevisitor

My impression of Kolunji Farm anditsactivitiesand
theroleof thefarmisvery positive. It isimportant
that farmers converting to organic farming havea
strong extension servicetorely on. Thefacilitieson
thefarmaregood and thereexist good opportunities
for training quiteanumber of people. The potential

will be even better once the planned kitchenisin
use. Sincethefarm coversmany different activities
bothin practice and theory it plays afundamental

role in making farming more sustainable for the
future.

Watering of the Vermi Compost.

In addition to thefarming activities, Kudumbam
isasoinvolvedinestablishing self help groups. One
exampleisthecollectivesavingsand lending system
that frees peoplefromtheexploitativemoney lending
syseminthearea.

There are many waysto avoid pests and diseases
and to keep the crop healthy and sound. Seedsare
treated with rhizobiafor better early vigour, compost
isappliedto prevent soil moisturefrom evaporating,

various methods of |PM are used to reduce pest
and diseasesand Nitrogen fixating cropsisusedin
the crop rotation system etc.

Withlimited meansthe Kudumbam organisation
and the Kolunji Farm serving alarge number of
farmers. Theimpact of thework isgood and results
areclearly seeninthevillages.

Thereistill muchto be done. More plantscould
be produced or the nurseries could be established
closer tothefarmers.

Kudumbam recommends old local varieties of
agriculture crops since they are said to be more
resistant and better yielding than new “hybrid
vaieties’. Firg aclarificationonhybrids. Verieties
of riceareusually not hybrids but offspring from
hybrids and sel ectionsmade from these offspring.
Thenew varietiesare often result from breeding
programmes at IRRI in the Philippines. These
varietiesare not adapted to the conditionsin Tamil

Roots of turmeric, (Curcuma longa)



Nadu. Anintensivebreeding programmein order to
produce better varietiesin theregion would benefit
agricultureand thefarmer. Theaim of the breeding
programme could include varieties better suited to
organic farming and varieties with resistance to
diseasesand pests.

Paddy field at the farm

Some of my own Reflections on Sustainable
Agriculture

The high input agriculture that dominates the
devel oped part of theworld and even devel oping
countries cannot be regarded as sustainable.
Negative s deeffects, suchaspolluted ground weter,
accumulaion of pesticidesand agabloominginlakes
andthesea, arecritical. Agricultureisaso highly
dependent onfossil fuel, alimited source of energy.
Many farmers have begun to adopt alternative
practicesand aremoving towardssustainability. The
objectiveof sustainable agricultureisto sustainand
enhance, rather than reduce and simplify the
biological interactions on which production in
agriculture depends. Alternative agricultureisnot a
single system of farm practices, but encompasses

many farming systemscalled organic, biological,
ecological, balanced, low input, regenerative or
sustainable systems. Such systems emphasise
management practises as well as biological
rel ationshi ps between organisms. In additionthey
take advantage of naturally occurring processes
such as nitrogen fixation. Adapting a more
sustai nabl e agriculturemethod might, in somecases
givealower yield that should be compensated by
lower input costs and ahigher product price.

The new children”s home under construction.

If food isto be provided for everyoneduring the
coming decades then sustai nabl e production must
increase. Food security isamust but factorslike
unfair digtribution and policesintheworld areheavy
congtraintsto achieve equity infood supply. Food
safety isalsoamust and can only beachieved with
more environmental agricultural methods. Basic
knowledge of ecology, agro-ecology and the human
rolein ecology must be understood by decision-
makersat al levels.

After thefirst greenrevolutioninthesixties, with



aboostin harvests, itistimeto movetowardsa
more sustai nable method of producingfood. Itisan
enormouschalengewefacetoturnfarmingtoaless
resource demanding and a more environmental
consciousattitude.

Withthesereflections| am surethat thework at
Kudumbam is heading the farmers in the right
direction and hopefully many otherswill takethe
opportunity tovisit KudumbamandtheKolinji Farm
tolearn about organic farming and other sustainable
approachestowardsasustainableliving.
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Wbod from the clearance of a new field and for charcoal burning.



